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Personal Philosophy of Learning
My personal philosophy of learning closely identifies with the collaborative theory of learning. I align with the approach because its structure promotes competition, individual accountability, and social interaction among the student group. I firmly believe that small groups of students present a more cohesive strategy by which they can hone and develop their social skills. Large groups overlook most of the members. A smaller group encourages accountability of actions by peers and contributes to newfound responsibility directed towards the project. An additional merit of the approach is in breeding healthy competition among groups of students, which provides increased motivation to complete the structured task and adhere to the instructions to acquire higher scores. The entire structure and merits of the collaborative theory of learning significantly assist teachers in getting the maximum benefit and cooperation from their individual and group of students. 
Personal Philosophy and Student's Needs
As a professional, the collaborative approach also proves significant personally and professionally. It is a resource that informs me on the needs of the student population in the classroom, particularly from fifth grade to ninth. The frequent instructor check-ins on the strategy's effectiveness at these grades inform the teacher of each student's capability. The instructor gathers such context from the level of participation of each group member (Lin, 2015). The teachers get to use their observation skills to read the aptitude of the classrooms, an alternate strategy to frequent tests and quizzes. Elementary school teachers also structure collaborative teaching lessons as a different approach to teaching a particular class. The plan, at times, is designed to be more fun. Observational-based assessment primarily benefits elementary school teachers who acquire a more comprehensive social development of each student. The instructor gets the insight by evaluating the natural interaction of students with each other. 
The use of a collaborative group project for me as a teacher in high school will provide a more comfortable platform for the students and engage them in contributing to the overall lesson plan. I have encountered introverted students in my experience who are highly apprehensive about speaking up in the course of a lecture and in front of their peers. By structuring such classroom participation in small groups, even the introverted students are more comfortable with the progress in class and are in a better position to contribute (Nokes-Malach et al., 2015). I believe that collaborative learning theory is more significant in high school because introverted students have an increased likelihood of disengaging with the course content. As an instructor, I think you must frequently check in with each group to monitor their progress. 
Philosophy versus Educational Barriers
I also prefer the collaborative theory of learning to identify and address motivational and emotional limitations for students within the classroom. One emotional barrier that students face and endure is fear of judgment and criticism from their peers. The problem is much more common in the context of large groups or teacher-guided lectures for the entire class in a single sitting. Such inhibitions contribute to decreased participation from such students because they are afraid that their contribution will not be at par with other students. The collaborative theory allows the instructors to form small discussion groups, which reduces the anxiety associated with fear of criticism and judgment. The students in such a design are also more comfortable communicating with others, improving the quality of discussions. The theory provides a means for teachers to provide a safe learning environment to all students. 
One motivational barrier that the students have to struggle with is the increased probability of burdensome class workload. The problem continually discourages the students, who may even stop making efforts to succeed. The fact is more prominent in class structures that have increased value for independent work. The collaborative approach provides an alternative strategy to cooperate with the learning tasks and assignments, which impedes the impact of the aforementioned barrier. Students benefit from sharing the workload amongst them, which makes them more comfortable with the class requirements and engages them for longer. 
Application to Diverse Setting
My learning philosophy increases the probability of meeting the learning needs of a diverse population of students by promoting collaboration in the course context that overcomes their difference. It is a challenge to address a class of students from different linguistic backgrounds equally. The collaborative theory fosters partnerships with various class members, which actively inhibits the language gaps (Nokes-Malach et al., 2015). One such setting is for students learning a second language who may have difficulty comprehending and acting on written directives. An additional challenge that they may endure is practicing their oral skills in class. Collaboration amongst students provides a better setting for practicing the second language and helps educators gauge their students' aptitude 
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